
Townhall NIT 
Date & Time: September 24, 2025 
Location: 2311 W Leland Rd, Pittsburg, CA 94565 

Questions & Answers 

1. A citizen expressed confusion about a "no left turn" sign placed at a 
dedicated left-turn lane on northbound Harbor, leading to a shopping 
center. 

• The city representative acknowledged the question and indicated they 
would do their best to answer such questions. 

2. A citizen inquired about the responsibility for a sinkhole caused by a 
collapsed storm drain pipe on the property of the Good Shepherd Church. 

• The city representative clarified that the collapsed pipe is on the church's 
property, making the church responsible for its maintenance and repair. 
The city has been actively working with the church to facilitate the repair. 
From a public perspective, the city has cleared the creek upstream and 
downstream and has crews and equipment ready for large rain events to 
manage water flow. 

3. A citizen asked about a construction project on the corner of California 
Harbor, suspecting it might be another sinkhole. 

• The city representative explained that it was not a sinkhole but an 
intentionally constructed stormwater detention basin. This basin is 
designed to comply with state requirements by collecting stormwater, 
allowing particulates and litter to settle, and then releasing the cleaned 
water into the waterways. The water will percolate into the soil and will not 
become stagnant. 

4. A citizen asked if the public could attend the upcoming meeting between 
the city and the church regarding the creek issue. 

• The representative stated that it would be a closed meeting between city 
staff and the church representatives who requested it. They advised that 
interested citizens could reach out to the church directly for more 
information. 

5. A citizen implicitly asked if the city could use public funds to fix the pipe 
on the church’s property. 

• The representative responded that doing so would be considered a 'gift of 
public funds,' which is against state law. 

6. A citizen asked how the city can get bicyclists to ride on the correct side 
of the road (with traffic) instead of against it. 



• The representative stated that the approach involves educational 
components, outreach, and enforcement. They emphasized that riding in 
the same direction as vehicle traffic is safer for everyone. The 
representative then asked for specific areas where this is a recurring 
problem. 

7. A resident asked on behalf of others why DUI checkpoints are 
announced to the public. 

• The police department is obligated by law to provide public notification for 
DUI checkpoints. An official added that despite the announcement, they 
screen around 2,000 vehicles a night, and the goal is education and 
community safety, not just arrests. Seeing few arrests is considered a 
success from an educational perspective. 

8. A resident asked for an update on the renovations at Central Harbor 
Park. 

• An official detailed the park's upgrades: a new shade structure, smart 
restrooms (automatic locking, self-cleaning), new striping and paintwork, 
ADA improvements, and new fire pits. The project has faced delays with 
permits for in-water work and getting parts, similar to issues seen during 
COVID-19. The project is about 70% complete. The next window for in-
water work in the fishing area is in August 2026, if work is not completed 
by the end of November, 2025. Follow-up questions from residents 
confirmed there will be updated lighting, flushable toilets connected to the 
sewer system, a new fish cleaning station next to a new police substation, 
and an investigation into whether a water fountain will be replaced. Fishing 
is only allowed in two designated spaces. 

9. A resident raised a concern about a stoplight where right-turning traffic 
on Harbor goes at the same time as pedestrians, causing them to pause 
even when it's time to walk. 

• An official stated that right turns on a green light while pedestrians are 
crossing are generally allowed, but left turns should not be. They 
committed to immediately follow up and look at the specific intersection to 
ensure it's operating safely. 

10. A resident mentioned that the freeway off-ramp from Highway 4 at 
Railroad Avenue is backing up onto the freeway. 

• An official explained that this is a Caltrans-controlled signal. The city does 
its best to work with Caltrans and make recommendations on signal 
timing, but Caltrans ultimately controls it. 

11. A resident expressed dissatisfaction with the Pittsburg Center BART 
station on Railroad Avenue, stating it's not a real BART but a diesel train, is 
in a bad area for traffic, is avoided by people, and no longer has bus 
service. 

• An official clarified that there are two BART stations in Pittsburg: the 
Pittsburg Bay Point station and the Pittsburgh Center station on Railroad 
Avenue. Both are owned and operated by BART. 



12. A resident asked when the CERT (Community Emergency Response 
Team) program will be restarted. 

• An official explained that the program, which trains residents for 
emergencies, was strong before COVID but had to be shut down. They 
lost many certified members. To restart the program, they need a CERT-
certified instructor and a program manager. They plan to get a program 
manager certified by August of next year, after which they can restart the 
program. They are also meeting with a former program manager to 
understand the program's history. 

13. A resident asked about the city's plans for police enforcement as the 
city grows. 

• The police chief explained that as the city expands (now over 19 square 
miles), they are constantly re-evaluating their operations. They are 
restarting the venture to redesign police beats based on commercial 
distance and other factors. This transition will happen on October 12th. 
They have made significant pushes on traffic enforcement and are 
addressing other work throughout the city. 

14. A resident asked for an update on new restaurants that were mentioned 
in a previous meeting. 

• An official provided updates on several businesses: Cielo Supermarket is 
set to open in Highland Square. There's been activity around Century 
Plaza. The Fisherman’s catch restaurant's permits were reinstated, but the 
project has stalled; the city is working with them and has started code 
enforcement action. A new sports bar is coming. A new pizza place is 
opening in Highland Square. Palo Sausage and The Lighthouse Cafe are 
now open. The Fisherman's Catch project has also stalled again, but the 
city is trying to help facilitate the project, noting it's a difficult build in an old 
building and is privately funded. 

15. A resident asked about the large vacant grocery store space at 
Highland Square, formerly Raley's and Food Source. 

• An official explained that the demand for large 55,000 square foot spaces 
has shrunk since COVID. The city, along with property owners, focused on 
recruiting a tenant with a smaller footprint. They successfully brought in 
Cielo Supermarket, a full-service grocery store which will occupy a 25,000 
square foot space. This leaves a smaller, secondary space that is easier 
to market. 

16. A resident pointed out that the sidewalk on the west side of Railroad 
Avenue is very narrow and asked if there are plans to widen it. 

• An official acknowledged the concern and stated that this issue had not 
been raised before. They will consider it for a future project and will need 
to collaborate with Caltrans. 

17. A resident asked about the status of the Home to suites Hotel being 
developed on Loveridge Road. 



• An official described it as one of the fastest-moving projects they've seen. 
They are currently working with the developers on plans and fees and 
anticipate a mid-to-fall summer 2026 opening. The city is also looking to 
improve the entire area, including working with the shopping center across 
the street for a facelift and with Walmart for a potential $11 million store 
upgrade. 

18. A resident complained that bus service has been completely stopped in 
their area, preventing access to all shopping centers, schools, and medical 
facilities. 

• An official explained that Tri-Delta Transit is a separate agency that 
recently updated its routes based on ridership. They committed to passing 
the feedback directly to Tri-Delta Transit and taking a closer look at the 
new routes to ensure they service essential locations like grocery stores. 

19. A resident asked what the plans are to bring back the seafood festival. 

• An official stated that the seafood festival was a Chamber of Commerce 
event and that rising costs are a significant challenge. The city is focusing 
on growing well-attended existing events, like the 'First Fridays' summer 
series. They are also considering other future events, such as a jazz, 
blues, and funk festival. 

20. A resident asked how to find out about job opportunities with the city. 

• An official directed them to the City of Pittsburg website, which has a link 
for 'job opportunities.' People can also fill out an interest card for a certain 
job category to receive an email when a relevant position becomes 
available. 

21. Is there a plan to bring the food truck market back to San Marco area? 

• The city is rotating food trucks to different locations, including Old Town 
every Tuesday and Highlands Ranch Park, to give different areas 
exposure. If there is sufficient interest from the community, they will 
certainly work with the recreation department to bring it back to the plaza. 

22. What is the city doing to provide better streets? 

• The city has implemented a 10-year pavement management program, 
dividing the city into 10 zones with the goal of repaving every local street 
in a zone each year. Zone three (West Leland, around Johnson Parkway) 
was resurfaced in 2024, and zone four (north of it, including Parkside and 
Willow Pass) was completed this year. The program has been successful, 
yielding good quality and pricing. The next area, zone seven (from the 
southern railroad corridor to West Leland, with Harbor as the eastern 
boundary), is being designed and will be paved next summer, possibly in 
two phases. Millions have also been invested in major corridors like 
Leland and Loveridge. The city is continuously seeking outside funding 
through grants. 

23. Are there plans to widen Buchanan Road? 



• Currently, there are no direct plans to widen Buchanan Road. It is a 
challenging project due to the homes situated close to the road. While it 
remains on the books as a potential project, it is not being actively worked 
on. 

24. Why is there not enough funding for roads despite residents paying 
high taxes? 

• The city needs about $18 million a year for road maintenance but only 
collects about $4.2 million from dedicated funding sources, creating a 
large gap. General fund taxes are allocated to various services including 
recreation, public safety, and administration. Road funding primarily 
comes from state gas tax funds, the county-wide Measure J sales tax, and 
the local Measure M sales tax. School taxes go directly to the school 
district. The city council prioritizes fund allocation during the annual budget 
process, and residents are encouraged to attend community meetings or 
review the budget online to voice their priorities. 

25. Why is the speed limit on West 10th Street 35 mph while the parallel 
North Parkside is 40 mph, despite North Parkside having houses bordering 
it? 

• Speed limits are not set arbitrarily but are based on state-mandated 
engineering traffic studies that analyze the natural speed at which people 
drive. The official does not know the specific reason for every street but 
will look into North Parkside and can share the study that determined its 
speed limit. The concern for West 10th Street was noted. 

26. Will there be a farmer's market anymore? 

• Yes, the city is currently in talks with a possible provider to bring the 
farmer's market back. This topic is discussed in the monthly life 
Enrichment Subcommittee. 

27. A request for an explanation of the "Engage" app. 

• An official promoted the "Engage Pittsburg" app as a tool for residents to 
report concerns. They shared a personal example of reporting a hot rod at 
7 a.m. which was removed by 11 a.m. It was clarified that all submissions 
through the app are kept confidential, and users can also submit 
anonymously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Townhall NIT 
Date & Time: September 27, 2025 
Location: 340 Marina Bvld, Pittsburg, CA 94565 

Q&A 

1. What are the responsibilities of the Public Works department and what 
are its current major projects? 

• The Public Works department maintains all city-owned assets, including 
streets, landscaping, parks, the water system, sewer system, storm drain 
system, buildings, and the city fleet. It also oversees the city's marina and 
the engineering side of all construction projects, which involves design 
improvements and rehabilitating existing infrastructure. 

2. Update on Police Department staffing, traffic management, and 
community engagement. 

• The police department works monthly with engineering and public works 
to discuss traffic concerns and projects. The department is allotted 88 
sworn positions and is currently operating with 81. They have five new 
solo officers, four trainees graduating on October 31st, another graduating 
in January, and a new academy starting October 1st. They are in a 
constant hiring rotation. 

• Residents are encouraged to use the "Engage Pittsburg" app to report 
traffic concerns, parking issues, or abandoned vehicles. This app is not for 
emergencies (use 911). 

• Upcoming police events include: "Coffee with a Cop" on Wednesday, 
October 1st, from 9 to 10:30 AM at Steeltown Coffee & tea; "Pumpkins 
with the Police" at Small World Park; and "Trunk or Treat" on Halloween, 
October 31st, at John Buckley Square. 

3. Update on upcoming recreation and holiday events. 

• A Public Works tree planting event is on October 18th. 

• The Halloween Bash will be on October 25th at Small World Park, where 
attendees can get free entry by bringing canned goods. 

• The third annual Haunted House will be held in the city building on 
October 18th for two hours. It is a free event, but canned goods donations 
are requested. 

• A combined "Twilight Parade and Tree Lighting" event will be held 
downtown on December 6th. The community is encouraged to participate 
with lighted floats. 

• The State of the City address by the mayor will be on November 20th at 6 
p.m. in the gymnasium. 

• The last "First Friday" of the season is this coming Friday at the marina 
green, featuring the band Papa Joe, and wine and beer vendors. 



4. How can a business owner advocate getting "keep clear" markings on 
the pavement on Railroad Avenue to improve access for customers? 

• The resident was advised to submit a request through the "Engage 
Pittsburg" app, the city website, or by email. The engineering department's 
traffic section will investigate the request. One request is sufficient for a 
full investigation. 

5. The streetlights around the Princeton Court and Stoneman area near 
Black Diamond High School are very dim. 

• The city will look into the issue. It was explained that the new LED lights 
get dimmer over time, which indicates they need to be replaced, and the 
city regularly replaces them. 

6. What is the status of the commercial liaison officer program? 

• Officer Towner is the current liaison but is temporarily away. To improve 
the service as the city grows, the department has redesigned area 
boundaries covered by officers, known as beats, and is adding a second 
commercial liaison officer, Officer Berti, starting October 12th. This will 
expand coverage to seven days a week. Business owners can contact 
Officer Towner directly with concerns. 

7. Are there any plans to beautify the Delta De Anza trail? 

• Yes, the city has a $3.5 million grant for improvements. The project will 
focus on safety improvements at street crossings, such as improved 
lighting, raised crossings, and flashing beacons. They also hope to add 
amenities like benches, dog bags, and trees. The long-term goal is to 
make it a linear park with lighting and landscaping. The trail is owned by 
the East Bay Municipal Utility District, which has some limitations but is 
working with the city. 

8. Are there any plans for a new, larger library? 

• The city recognizes the need for a larger library. A previous county project 
for a residential development that included a library has stalled. There is 
no specific plan or location at this time, but the city is continually looking 
for grant funding and developer partnerships to make it happen. 

9. Are there any plans for new tennis courts? 

• There are no formal plans for new tennis courts at this time. There is a 
potential for pickleball courts as part of the Premier Fields project, but that 
portion is not currently funded. 

10. Why is Highway 4 constantly littered with trash, and can the garbage 
trucks that seem to be the source be held accountable? 

• Trucks are required to cover their loads. Enforcement on State Highway 4 
is the jurisdiction of the California Highway Patrol (CHP). The Police Chief 
will relay the concern to their CHP counterpart. The city also has a 
partnership with Mount Diablo Resource and Recycling and a commercial 
traffic officer to enforce violations. The city will also contact the recycling 



company to ensure they are complying with the municipal code to cover 
their trucks. 

11. Are there any plans to put a senior citizen location in the Bay Point, San 
Marcos area on the west side of town? 

• Currently, there are no plans for a new senior center to be constructed in 
that area. 

• The Ambros Community Center run by the Ambrose Recreation and Park 
District at 3105 Willow Pass Rd in Bay Point has a very active senior 
community with activities like exercise classes and Zumba. 

• The city partners with Ambrose Recreation and Park Disrict  on many 
events and an official will speak with their counterpart there to see about 
adding more events and activities for seniors. 

• The city's current senior center on Harbor is centrally located by 
surrounding senior communities, which is why it was placed there. 

• Officials encourage a large group of seniors to come forward, as this can 
make a difference in prioritizing needs, though there are no guarantees. 

• The City is working with a company called Retail Strategies to recruit 
businesses for all ages of people in Pittsburg. 

12. A concern that the city is not doing enough to build partnerships with 
big companies like Walmart, Wendy's, Safeway, and Starbucks for 
community support. 

• Starbucks donates their end-of-day goods to the senior center, which 
repurposes them for the senior community. 

• Officials agree that all big companies need to do more. 

• The city's rec coordinator went to all grocery stores, and many donated 
candy for the holiday bash. 

• The city is actively trying to bridge the gap and build more community 
partnerships. 

• The property owner of two Starbucks locations has historically done a lot, 
including funding a commercial officer patrol for about five or six years that 
patrolled multiple commercial spaces. 

13. A question about the police substation at Central Harbor and the 
purpose of substations in general. 

• A new substation has been added at Central Harbor Park to house the 
Marine Patrol division, which operates in the Delta from the Antioch Bridge 
to the Port of Chicago area. 

• The goal of substations is to keep officers in their assigned areas, 
providing them with a place to work without having to travel back to the 
Civic Center. This improves efficiency and community access. 

• The city is looking to add another substation on the west end, off Bailey 
Road in the shopping center with Safeway. Initially, it will not be manned 
for public walk-ins but will be an access point for officers. 



• The ultimate goal is to have these substations staffed for public service at 
certain times of the day. 

• An official also clarified that Century Plaza is part of Pittsburg, and the city 
council aims to better identify it as such and work with the property owner 
to reinvest in the area. 

14. A question about bus routes on Wednesdays. 

• An official acknowledged the question and stated they will look into it. 
They checked a map and confirmed routes do run, but they need to speak 
with the transit authority for more details. 

15. Why is the road in the industrial area from the city boundary to 
Loveridge being widened from two to four lanes? 

• The widening is necessary due to existing traffic volume. 

• The project will add pedestrian access with sidewalks and beautify the 
area with landscaping. 

• It includes improving sewer, water, and storm infrastructure to make 
vacant industrial parcels more attractive for development and job creation. 

• The project is mostly funded by developer fees.  

16. Why doesn't the city have a better, updated library, and why are roads 
and industry prioritized over providing a quality library for the youth? 

• Officials agree that the library needs improvement and that it is a goal they 
are working on. 

• The best way for residents to help make it happen is to continue 
advocating for it at public meetings, as this helps staff and council 
members prioritize projects. 

17. Can you explain the projects going on Bailey Road? 

• There are three main projects: 

 

1. Pavement Rehab (nearly complete): A joint project with the City of 
Concord on the southern portion of Bailey Road to repair failing 
spots. The asphalt work is done, and striping is almost finished. 

 

2. Road Rehab (upcoming summer): A project to be designed next 
summer will repair the section of Bailey Road between the freeway 
and the landfill, funded by money collected from the landfill to 
mitigate damage from heavy trucks. 

 

3. Road Widening (longer-term): A larger project to widen Bailey Road 
from Leland to the Concord boundary from two to four lanes to 
ease commute traffic. This will be funded by regional fees and will 
take more time to design. 



18. What is the city doing to build youth arts infrastructure for high school 
students (ages 13-19) and support community organizations doing this 
work? 

• An official acknowledged that this is one of the hardest age groups to 
serve. 

• The city uses the gym as a 'hook' to bring teens in and has started offering 
free after-school tutoring. 

• There are plans to start an after-school arts program for all age groups. 

• The building where the meeting is taking place is intended to focus on the 
13-18 age group. 

• The city is also looking at additional job programs for youth. 

19. A community member raised concerns about the lack of resources for 
youth, mentioning needs for travel funds, materials like notebooks, and 
snacks for the kids in their program. 

• The city is increasing its focus on arts and creating more opportunities for 
artists. 

• The city is a certified 'My Brother's Keeper' community and will launch an 
ambassador program next year. 

• Two grant opportunities for arts became available this week. 

• Captain Wilkerson described the police department's 'Young Men's and 
Young Women's Enrichment Program.' It serves cohorts of 15 young men 
and 15 young women from the high school. The program covers topics 
like career and financial aid, women in law enforcement, healthy 
relationships, social media, human trafficking, and etiquette. It also 
includes financial literacy training where students open bank accounts and 
learn to write checks. The goal is to foster positive relationships and 
personal growth, with hopes of encouraging future careers in law 
enforcement or other fields that benefit the community. 

• A social worker highlighted a group of 'dislocated young people' who are 
not reached by current programs and offered to help create intervention 
and preventative programs, mentioning their 'Freedom Raiders' program. 

• The city has a Youth Advisory Commission that meets on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month at 5 p.m. and a 'Youth in Government' program 
starting next month. 

• A new free program called COPE or CORE COPE is starting to help youth 
with anxiety. 

• The city partners with Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) for 
specialized services by providing space and resources. 

20. A community member asked for clarification on arts funding, stating 
that the county SLP (Archiconsta-Costa County) told them the City of 
Pittsburg has an arts fund of almost three-quarters of a million dollars and 
that their organization should be receiving at least a hundred thousand 



dollars a year from it. The county SLP itself receives $250,000 every three 
years. 

• A city representative stated they were not familiar with a fund of that size 
and that such an amount would be reflected in their budgets if it existed. 
They suggested the funds might be from outside sources funneled through 
the city, but not city funds directly. 

21. A resident complained about the cost of renting a space for a birthday 
party, noting that a two-hour party costs $375, which they found more 
expensive than a facility in Oakley that offers more. 

• A city representative clarified that the $375 price is for a structured sports 
birthday party package, which includes two hours in the gymnasium, two 
staff members to run activities, and all necessary equipment. For those 
who just want to rent a room without the full package, the cost is $45 per 
hour, which includes tables, chairs, and use of TVs. 

22. How can local high school students get hired by the city? 

• The city is keen on hiring Pittsburg High students. Jennifer Brizel, the HR 
director, is the contact person for interested students. The recreation 
department hires 60-70 teens every summer, with almost 90% being from 
Pittsburg High. 

23. A resident asked about the yellow delineators on Crestview Drive. 

• Public Works Director explained that a project was recently completed to 
replace most delineators on Crestview with permanent raised medians. 
When the resident pointed out one corner still needs them, Public Works 
Director asked them to report the specific location so the city can look into 
it. 

24. A resident asked about the construction project at the old golf course. 

• Public Works Director explained that the project is the Pittsburg Premier 
Field, a sports complex aimed at boosting sports tourism. The first phase 
includes a parking lot, a traffic signal, and one field. The plan is to expand 
to eight fields for sports like soccer, lacrosse, football, and cricket as more 
funding is secured. 

• It was also mentioned that the nearby Dream Courts project, a 42,000 sq 
ft indoor facility, has resumed construction after an 8-month pause. It will 
feature five multi-purpose courts for basketball, volleyball, and pickleball. 

25. A resident expressed concerns that increasing industrial areas would 
lower home values, cause pollution, and not provide jobs for locals. She 
suggested focusing on housing and open space instead. 

• An official responded that the areas in question have been historically 
industrial. He emphasized the need for local jobs, as Pittsburg has the 
longest commute times in Contra Costa County. He also noted that 
housing prices are already increasing, with some homes reaching $1.5 
million. Furthermore, he stated that more development and jobs increase 
property taxes, which fund schools and city services.  



26. A resident complained that recently repaired roads are already showing 
potholes and looking bad again, questioning the effectiveness of the 
roadwork. They also asked why cul de sacs degrade quickly. 

• Public Works Director explained their road repair strategy. For roads in 
good condition, a cost-effective 'microsurface' is applied. For roads with 
some cracking, a 'cape seal' is used. For failing roads, they dig down and 
rebuild. He admitted that if potholes are appearing after a year, the 
construction crew may have 'missed a spot' or used the wrong treatment. 
He explained the City’s prioritization strategy: repair roads that are 'just 
about to fail' because it is more cost-effective than waiting for them to fail 
completely.  Once a road has failed, its cost to repair remains generally 
the same over time, while roads on the verge of failing are much less 
expensive to repair but become more expensive over time. For cul-de-
sacs, the City typically removes the top layer and repaves due to 
increased damage from turning garbage trucks. 

27. A resident questioned the prolonged closure of Central Harbor Park, the 
lack of information, and the nature of the changes being made, such as the 
removal of the gazebo and the installation of a fence. 

An official explained the renovation was initiated due to 'community outcry' about 
safety, outdated bathrooms, lack of ADA access, and insufficient facilities. Grants 
totaling  $3.5 million were secured for the project. The changes include replacing 
old bathrooms with new ones connected to the sewer system; a new, larger 
metal shade structure replacing the old gazebo; new public fire pits available for 
rent; fencing to allow for simultaneous events and to secure the pits after hours; 
making the walking trail ADA accessible; improved fishing jetty, and more The 
city also earmarked $50,000 in Measure M funding for security cameras. An 
online website with project details is available at 
https://www.pittsburgmarina.com/about-the-pittsburg-marina/2024-2025-facilities-
upgrade-project  

https://www.pittsburgmarina.com/about-the-pittsburg-marina/2024-2025-facilities-upgrade-project
https://www.pittsburgmarina.com/about-the-pittsburg-marina/2024-2025-facilities-upgrade-project

