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Pittsburg’s 
Urban Forest

Pittsburg
Planting In

Look up, look down, look all around
Find a spot to plant your tree that is at least
10 feet from utility lines and 5-10 feet from
any sidewalks or driveways to help the tree
stay healthy and reduce the need for surface
repairs down the road. 

Shovel time
Dig a shallow, broad planting hole that
is 2–3 times wider than the root ball,
but only as deep as the root ball.

Find the root flare
The root flare (where the trunk expands at
the base of the tree) is your guide to planting
at the right depth. The root flare should be
partially visible after the tree is planted.
When the hole is ready, lift the tree into the
hole by the root ball. 

Straight as an arrow
Before filling the hole, have someone
examine the tree from several angles to
confirm it is standing straight up. Then
place soil around the root ball to hold it
in place.Avoid the mulch volcano

Fill in the rest of the hole gently, but firmly with soil. Next, add mulch around the base of the
tree, aiming for a 3 foot wide circle that is 2–3 inches deep. Do not pile mulch right up against
the trunk of the tree (the dreaded “mulch volcano”). Keep mulch about 2 inches away from the
trunk of the tree to reduce moist bark and prevent decay. 

6 tips for Happy Trees

The number of public trees that have been
inventoried since September 2024. The top 3

species in the City so far: Crapemyrtle, London
planetree, and Italian cypress. Check out an

interactive map of the inventory at pg-
cloud.com/PittsburgCA

An analysis found that 6% of the City is covered by
tree canopy. Since 2010, the urban tree canopy has
expanded by 1.6%. The trees you plant and care for

today are crucial to helping our urban forest
continue to grow and provide valuable benefits to

our community. 

37,697 6%

For questions or more information on trees in
Pittsburg, email NFarmer@pittsburgca.gov

Root flare

90°

Water your new tree once a week with 15 gallons of water for three years
after planting. Try to have the water slowly saturate into the the soil to
promote deeper roots. 

The key ingredient: water!


